WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 , A printing method carried out: in a host; Vnich 
can set: an auto retreat of print data and a pointing 
apparatus connected in bidirectional commuracation with 
the host, wherein the printing apparatus/ is equipped 
with a memory device and can perform ar data retreat 
processing in response to a request yfrom the host, 
comprising the steps of: / 

causing the host to start a/print processing; 

causing the host to form print data; 

causing the host to set yan auto retreat flag; 

causing the host to send the formed print data; 

causing the host to discriminate whether a notice 
has been received from>l5li!e\ printing apparatus; 

causing the hostp toAdispl^ys contents of the 
received notice; and V / )I 

causing the host -tfo discriminate whether the print 
processing has been completed in the printing 
apparatus. / 

2. A method aacording to claim 1, further 
comprising the stegs of: 

causing the printing apparatus to discriminate 
whether the print/ data sent from the host has been 
received; / 

causing Yhe printing apparatus to temporarily 
store the received print data; 
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causing the printing apparatus to update a 
execution management table ; 

causing the printing apparatus to discriminate 
whether an inquiry has been received from the host; 

causing the printing apparatus tp check the 
received inquiry; 

causing the printing apparatus to reply to the 
inquiry based on a result of ttye checking; 

causing the printing apndratus to discriminate 
whether a retreated job exissts; and 

causing the printing /apparatus to discriminate 
whether a print-waiting /job exists . 
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A method according to claim 2, further 



of: 
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apparatus to analyze print 
st print data in the job execution 



comprising the ste 

causing the 
attributes of th€ 
management table; 

causing the /printing apparatus to analyze a status 
of the printing apparatus; 

causing the printing apparatus to discriminate 
whether the priAit data can be normally printed; 

causing tne printing apparatus to execute the 
print processing; 

causing /the printing apparatus to discriminate 
whether the /print processing has been completed; 

causing the printing apparatus to deletes the 
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print: data; and 

causing the printing apparatus to update th^/'job 
execution management table. 
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5 4. A method according to claim 3, Wnerein when it 

is determined that the print data cannpt be normally- 
printed, said method further execute^ the steps of: 
causing the printing apparatus to discriminate 
whether the auto retreat flag h^s been set; 
10 causing the printing apparatus to discriminate 

whether the print data can bor automatically retreated 
referring to an auto retrea/t information table; 

causing the printing/apparatus to suspend the 
print processing; 
15 causing the pri/it:yfr^g apparatus to retreat and hold 

the print data; 

causing the priKti^hg apparatus to update a job 
retreat management table; and 

causing the pointing apparatus to notify the host 
20 that the job has )6een suspended and retreated. 
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5. A method according to claim 4, wherein when 
the auto retreat flag is not set and the print data 
cannot be automatically retreated, said method further 
executes the /steps of: 

causing the printing apparatus to suspend the 
print processing; 
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causing the printing apparatus to discrimii 
whether an error has been removed; and 

causing the printing apparatus to discriminate 
whether the print data has been cancelled. 
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6 . A method according to claim 2 , wherein when it 
is determined that the retreated job* does not exist, 
said method further executes the asteps of: 

causing the printing apparatus to analyze the 
10 print attributes of the print jdata in a job retreat 
management table; 

causing the printing apparatus to analyze the 
status of the printing aroiratus; 

causing the print/LncVvappar^ftus to discriminate 
15 whether the print data\ oara be normally printed; 

causing the printing apparatus to restore and 
delete the print data; 

causing the printing apparatus to update the job 
retreat management t/able; and 
20 causing the planting apparatus to update the job 

execution managemeht table. 



7. A method according to claim 4, wherein when it 
is determined tyfaat the print data cannot be normally 
25 printed, said /method further executes the steps of: 
causing/ the host to obtain information on the 
retreated /ob in the printing apparatus; 
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causing the host to display the obtainec 
information; 

causing the host to discriminate whether a change 
in attributes of the job has been instructed; and 

causing the host to send the alytributes to be 
changed to the printing apparatus. 
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8. A printing method carried out in a host which 
can set an auto retreat of pri/it data and a printing 
apparatus connected in bidirectional communication with 
the host, wherein the print^ig apparatus is equipped 
with a memory device and can perform a data retreat 
processing in response ^te^/a request from the host, 
comprising the steps <£>± : 



causing the host\ to/ i^ej^d print data to the 
printing apparatus ; 

causing the printd/ng apparatus to receive the 
print data sent from trie host; 

causing the printing apparatus to discriminate 
whether the print dat/a can be normally printed on the 
basis of print attributes of the received print data 
and a status of the /printing apparatus; 

causing the printing apparatus to execute the 
printing when it ys determined that the print data can 
be normally printfed; and 

causing the printing apparatus to allow the print 
data to be retreated into the memory device in 
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accordance with an auto retreat setting when it 
determined that the print data cannot be normally 
printed, thereby enabling other print dat^/ to be 
printed . 
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9. A method according to claim/ 8, wherein said 
method causes the printing apparatus to discriminate 
whether the auto retreat setting /exists when it is 
determined that the print data cannot be normally 
printed, to suspend the print processing and retreat 
the print data when it is del/ermined that the auto 
retreat setting exists, and /to suspend the print 



processing when it is ^ete^ 
setting does not exisl 



ined that the auto retreat 



10, A method according to claim 9, wherein said 
method causes the printing apparatus to manage the 
execution of the printing of the retreated print data 
as a retreat job and discriminate whether the retreated 
job exists upon retreating the print data, to 
discriminate whetherf the print data can be normally 
printed on the basis of the print attributes of the 
print data and the/status of the printing apparatus 
when the retreated job exists, to manage the retreated 
job as an execution job when it is determined that the 
print data can pe normally printed, and to discriminate 
whether a priryfc-waiting job exists when it is 
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determined that the print data cannot be 
printed. 



normally 
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11. A method according to claim 10 J wherein said 
method causes the printing apparatus to^ discriminate 
whether the print data can be normally printed on the 
basis of the print attributes of thef print data and the 
status of the print output apparatus when it is 
determined that the print-waiting job exists, to 
execute the printing when it is/decided that the print 
data can be normally printed, And to allow the print 
data to be retreated into th^ memory device in 
accordance with the auto retreat setting when it is 
determined that the print qata cannot be normally 
printed. 



12. A method accbrdiWg to claim 8, wherein when 
the print data is retreated into the memory device, 
said method causes the printing apparatus to notify the 
20 host of a situation of /the retreat of the print data, 

and wherein the host can change the print attributes in 
accordance with the retreat situation obtained from the 
printing apparatus and said method causes the host to 
send the print attributes to the printing apparatus 
25 when the print attributes are changed. 



13. A method ^according to claim 12, wherein when 
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the print data with the print attributes changed is/ 
received from the host, said method causes the printing 
apparatus to execute the processing in accordance with 
the print attributes and the status of the/print output 
apparatus . / 

14. A computer-readable memory /medium which 
stores a program having a function /for instructing an 
auto retreat of print data to a rnrinter, wherein the 
program comprises: / 

a code for allowing the user to select one of 
validation and invalidation yof an auto retreat function 
on a display device; and / 

a code for allowing the print data to be sent 
together with information indicating validation or 
invalidation of the/autp retreat function selected by 
the user. / V/ J , 

15. A medium according to claim 14, wherein the 
program further comprises a code for allowing a message 
to be displayed on yfche display device, the message 
indicating that the printer has executed the auto 
retreat. / 

16. A medium according to claim 14, wherein the 
program further /comprises a code for allowing a message 
to be displayed on the display device, the message 



